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To his Excellency 


OLIVER CGROMWELL 


Lord General! of the Forcesof the Parlia- 
ment of ENGLAND. 


| May it pleaſe your Excellency , 

2 652g, Otwithſtanding I am conſcious, in the fight 
of God, of my vwn unſuitableſle for un- 
dertaking ſuch a task as this, both for 
want of learning & education anfwereble, 

and the meannelle alſo of my Reputation : 

Yet finding this book of M. John Good- 
wins, and his whole Church, ſo long allready extant in 
print, as ſince the 3o. of May, and no Anſwerto it ; And 
findirg it very dangerous in many points of doqrine 
wherein they diſſent trom many of their acknowledged 
brethren, and cauſing a ſeparation. as is notedly known: 
And having underſt:nding, through the graceot God, 
7 of ſome peculiar notions , that rightly apprehended, 
give a full reſult toallthe difference in hand, in all theſe 
five particulars diſſented in; T thought it myduty. in 
| love to the ſfoules of to many brethren , that not only 
A2 walk. 


walk in the fear of God, and profeſſion of Religion, in 
which they are reall Praftitioners, as. their judgement 
leads them ; but have been reall Engagers, from rhe be- 
ginning, for the Parliament and Commonwealth-of 
. England, as is publiquely known : I am content to be. 
come as a fool in ſome mens eyes, in undertaking ſo 
-great an encounter in ſuch deep Divinity , that hath 
troubled the wiſeſt and deepeſt judgements in all ages, 
and neveras yet brought to a clear reſult, but is ſtill left 
doubtfull in all their writings, never obtaining an in- 
fallible aſſent , but many ſtrange diflentings haveever 
appeared in all ages about theſe particulars. 

However, I for my part, being ſatisfied, both from ſa- 
cred Scripture, and clear Rationality in thoſe reſpetts; 
and hoping in God that he will make me able to clear it 
up, and make it obvious to any rationall apprehenſion, 
againſt any oppoſition that can be held forth by theſe 
diſſenting brethrenz I have made thus bold, not only to 
oppoſe them , but have allſo preſumed to dedicate the 
ſameto your Noble Excellency, in regard they haveled 
mein ſuch preſumption: That ſo your Excelleney, if 
time permit, might judgeof the truth, as you find it to 
appear; and not ſo muchas ſeem to patronize or coun- 
tenanceany grofle errours,or abſurd tenents and expreſ- 


ſions, farre unſuitable for eminent Chriſtians ; A brief 


ſurvey whereof your Excellency may find after the 
Treatiſe; the which, if poſlible, Iearneſtly defire your 
Excellency would read , when rime will permit from 
your important bulineſie, if you cannot find time to 
read the other, that ſo you might ſee how farre it is poſ- 
{iblefor a whole Church to erre, and that in Fundamen« 
talls. Thus briefly, leſt I ſhould ſeem tedious, I com- 
mit you to the government of the Spirit of Truth, who 
dwelleth in you, and hath given you faith to go on ſtill, 
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conquering and to conquer,and that on the Lambs fide, 
togerher with them that are with him , the called, and 
choſen, and faithfull: And reſt, earneſtly deſiring , that 
you may ride on profperouſly in the waies of Truth, 
and Meckneſle, and Righteouſneſſe ; Who is your 
Souldier and Servant allo, in what you pleaſe tocom- 
mand, 


ELLIS BRADSHAW. 
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To M. Fobn Goodwin, and the Church + 


oft God walking with him , &c. 


Beloved Brethren , 52 
BY rr Had not undertaken this encounter with you , | 
I SY if Thad not been fortified with ſpeciall and pe- 
ap cultar notions and arguments , which you have 
ME not heard of frem other men; and thoſe clearly 
Ea, deducible from ſacred Scripture, I amnot cer- 
tain that ſome of your Brethren, from whom you diſſent , will 
approve ſome things that T have held forth ;, neither yet doe IT 
approve all that they hold againſt your doFrine, as it will ap- 
pear in divers Argument s,and Reaſons rendred.T ſhall deſireto 
hear from zoneither publickly,orin private, how you reſent ſuch 
#otions, and how you apprehend them; that if any thing be 
dark or denbtfull therein, I might clear it up, what my mean 
_ "Ing is, and what the truth is allſo, as I dowbt not but todoina © 
ſhort ſpice by the help of God. I hope your principles are (ach, 
got to deſpile any rich treaſure,becauſe of the veſſell that hold. 
F eth it forth. but ſearch the Scriptures , whether theſe things be | 
ſo. And beſides, Tdoe conceive that it much troubleth you , that | 
ou cannot conceive how tg reconcile your Brethrens doFrines 
with the Attributes of God, and therefore are forced to diſſent 
and (eparate from them much againſt your wils: All which , if 
it be true, it may poſſibly cauſe you ſoto deny your ſelves, as to 
ſubm't tothe truth, when you ſeeit ,, and give glory unto God, 
who is th: Trath it ſclf, and the only Fount am ſrom whence it 
comeih_ through what ever pipes it is conveyed unto you. : 
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much doubt nob but you will acknowledge , that God hideth 
things from the wiſe and prudent, that he revealeth unto 
babes; and that on purpoſe that nofleſh ſhould gloryin his pre 
ſence, but that he that glorieth might glory in the Lord. And 
left men ſhould ſay, they have found out wiſedome 5 as the peo- - 
ple were too many for Gedeon, that the Lord ſhould deliver 
I{rael into their hands , leſt they ſhowld have ſaid , their own 
hands, and not the Lord , hadſaved them: So ſome men arc 
$00 wiſe to have knowledge given them of ſome Lav leſt the 
people ſhould idolize the men , as having found them ont by 
their own wiſedome,@ not give glory unto God:;but he will not 
give his glory to another 5. And therefore wiſe men ſometimes 
mmſt be content to receive knowledge at the ſecond hand ;, and 
they are wiſe indeed , iſ they can be content to receiveit from 
ſools,yea ſrom baſe things,in repute of the world,and mean,& 
contemptible;, and ſo they ſometimes muſt, or elſe be without. 
But I need not inform you of theſe things, ſave only to put you 
in remembrance: Ttherefore break off, and commit you to God, 
who# able to lead ws into all truth, and to reveal unto #4 even 
bis whole counſel], and workws up , through ſaith and love, to 
faithful obedience, and PR to his will, and to make us 
perfel? in every good word and work , Which the Lord grant 
bothto yon and me in his dxetime; Amen, Amen, 


Your loviag Brother and Friend 


in the Truth , 


ELLIS BRADSHAW. 
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The Contents, wherein is (hewed , That _ 


I. He drift of their doQrines, wherein they diſſent from us, are 
3 | quite contradiQory to the exprefſſe end and dtift of Chriſt and 
ERR fl? Apoſtles, in their diſpenſation ot the doArines of 

- the Goſpell. 0, 3,12 

2. Their judgement is contrary to the Apoſtles exprefle Nur 4, 3 

3. Their doctrine either abſolutely denieth the erernall omaiſciency of 
God, and that his underſtanding is infinite ; Or elſe their own ex- 


prefle aſſentings are quite contradiRory to their own diflentings: See - 


pag. 6. and tothe exprefſe Word of God, pag. 7. &c, and many 


neceſſary conſequences thence deducible, 8,9 
4. An anfwer to their firſt Reaſon. . II 
5+ To their ſecond Reaſon. I3 
6. Totheir fourth Argument. | = IS 
7. Totheir fift Argument, 14,15 
8. To their (ixt Argument. I5 
9. Totheir ſeventh page. I5,1i6 
10, To their eighth and ninth page. : mb 
It, To their chird and fourth Reaſons, 39 
I :. Totheir fiftReafon, | 18,19 
I 3. To their (xt Argument. Ig 
14. To their ſeventh, cighth, niath, tenth, eleventh. 20,21,22 
I5. Totheirtwelfth, - 23 


I6. To their third particular head of dotrine, to wit , That God bath 


not decreed the reprobation of any Infant, dying beſore the com- 
wifſion of aRuall finne, pag. 24, 259 26, 27, 28, 29. Wherein is 
ſhewed ten manifeft abſurdities that would follow this their do- 
ns... nr} ; 

17. An anſwer to their feurth Reaſon of difſent in theirthird head of 
do&trine, pag. 30931, 32+. whecin is proved againſt them, Thar the 
caſe of all Infants, as well to matter of 1ighteouſneſſe, as of fin or 

guilt of fin, isnot the ſame; and therefoie that ſome, dying in 1n- 
wa are not ſaved ; which is the chief pin on which all the fallacy 
of the whole faþcich of. all their diſſeacing doctrines are dependant. 

12, Ananiwettotheir's Reaſon of d {ent 1n their 3.partic. 33,344: $ 

19. A bricf ſurvey of their grand abſurdities, 36,37 38,39 


Errata, P.g, 2, lin, | BY CAB, Pag. $8, I, 20, I, aiſſemings. 
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A Compendious Anſwer to aBrief Sur- 
vey of the Judgement of Mr. John Goodwin and the 
Church of God walking with him, touching their 
Reaſons of diſſenting from many of their 
Brethren in theſe heads of 
| doctrine, 


Eleftion and Reprobation, 

The death of Chriſt. MN 

T he grace of God in and about conver ſion, 

The liberty or power of the will or of the creature 
man. 

5. The perſeverance of the Saints, 
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T> E L O V E D Biethren, you thus far af- 
& ſent you fay with the reſt of your brethren who 
”m arc in Chriſt by a lively faith. TY 
5 IT, That the Scripture expreſly holdeth 
m forth, and aflerteth both a decree of Ele&ion 
_— OO and a decree alſo of Reprobation in God. 
2, That theſe Decrees were in God from Eternity, or be- 
fore the foundations of the world were laid. | 
. That theſe Decrees, as all others in God,are like God 
himſelf, abſolucely immutable and unchangable. 


0. Give me but leave then ſeriouſsly to ask you » What 
oro you have from ſacred —__ to prove that an - 
| eg 


g——— 
—_— A 


a ds th ee a wt 
% 


- 


thoſe who are Gods Ele& cannot poſſibly putt, whether they 
come to years of diſcretion ye or no, confidering theſe ſcriptu- 
re VIZ, 

I. . Whofſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods. ele&? 
It is God that juſtifites, who thall condemn ? Row. 8: 31,32, 
3 3934+ KC. | EE. | 

2. Ifit were poſſible they ſhould deceiye even the yery E- 
let, Implying clearly thar it is unpoſlible, 

3. Whom he did forcknow healto did: predeſtinate to be 
conformedto theimage of his ſonne, that he mighebe che firlt 
bom. of many brethreh, Moreover, whom hedid inate 
them he-alſocalled; and whom he called;them healfojuſtificd, 
and whomhe juſtified; them he alſo glorified, - | 

Now give me leave T beſtech youin love to intreat you but 
to conſider the difference berwixt the Apoſtles ends , perſwafion 
and judgement , and this your judgement which you propoſe to 
us ; You confidently affirm you hold and teach, That God 
hath not decreed from eternity, to eleCt any perſon of mankind 
upon any terms, but that-incaſe he liveth-to years of diſcretion 
he may, yery poſſibly periſh notwithftanding any ſuch de- 
cree, | 

Ob. 1, In which expreſſion T firſt obſerve that your end 
is contradi&tious tothe Apoſtles drift. 

Rea, For wheteas the Apoſtles expreſſions tend for incou- 
agement of all that haye made their ele&ion ſure and are aſcer- 
tarned'ofit,,. torbe exceeding conſident-that nothing can fſepa- 


_ ratethemfromthe love of Chriſt verſe 35-39. and that ſeeing 


God is for them , noneccan be againſt them, bringing in a 


ftrongargumentto back his aſſertion » to wit, He that ſpared 


nothis-own ſon, but delivered him up for us all, obſerve this 
[for won implies and includes all Gods Ele& , as the follow- 
ing verſeclears, | 

Now the Apoſtles: argument lyeth thus, to wit, If God 
ſpared: notthis: only: ſong - but delivered him up for us all , that 
are Godsele&;,- verſe' 32, Howſhall he not with | him alſo 
freely give us all things. Implying an impoſlibiliry but that 
heſkiould with him give us all things needfull both for our 
ſoubrand-bodies,.and make all things work together for _ 

Ss | | D 


Ren 


4 


(3) ENS 
$906-98 work 28. ſothat God himſelf being for us nothing can 
be agaioſt us, verſe 37.. ws 
. So tbatthe.very re2ding of the text will ſatisfy any rational 
apprehenſion,thar the drifr of the Apoſtle isto build them upto 
a ſtrong confidence ; that ſo they might have flxong conſojati- 
onand tyllaſlucence ot#airh, and without wavering, as Hero.” 
5 2423gand C,6.18, 

Whereas the yery end of your afſertion tendeth to no other 
but to put if poſſible even Gods very Ele&, and ſuch who 
know they ate ſo, into doubts and fears : who ought not to 
calt away their flrorg confidence which bath great recompence 
of Reward, ſee Heb. 10. 35. .forin ſo doing they calt awa 
even their ſpiritual life : For the jut live by faith, as verle 

__—- 
: Obi. 2. Secondly, Iobſerye your judgement is contradi- 
ctious tothe Apoliles judgement. 

Rea. Forthe Apdiitle was perſwaded that neither height, 
nor depth, nor any cther Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate vs - 
from the love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Row. 
8. 38,39. Us, Ifay, ifwe be his Ele. And the 
was perſwaged that if God be for us , none canbþe agaioſt us, 
nor-pluck us out of his hands , nor lay any thingto our cbarge, 
but we ſhall be more than conqueroxs,. through him that loved 
us, as yerſe 31, 32, 33,37. Andthat without all peradven=- 
ture whom God hath foreknown he alſo hath predellinate to 
be conformed to the image ofhis ſonne , And whom he hath 
predeftinate them he alſo calleth; and whom he calleth, them 
he alſo juſtificth, and whom he juſtifiech, them he alſo glorifi- 
cth, as y.28,29,30. : | 

Ard the Agelteis of opinion and doth affirm Heb. 6. 17. 
18. ThatGodwilling moreabundantly to ſhew unto - the 
h:ics of promiſe the immurabilitie of his couaſel, confirmed ic 
by an oath, that ſo they might have rang conſolation. | 

' But you hold and _—_ that notwithſlanding any ſuch 


decree, or immutable counſel, or foreknowledge, or predeftioa- 

tion, oxeleRion of God, yet if they cometo years of diſcre- 

tioa they may poſſibly periſh ; which to me ſeemeth very 
F 


ſtrapge, 


B 2 Now 


bo.” 
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(5) | 

Now t in an ingredient ſo quite contradiftory to what 
you adored io before, that I hope your own afſentings when 
| youſee them unyeiled, will clearly convince you 'that your 
own difſentings are not only contradiQious to your own aflen- 
tings, bur to the truth it ſelf. 

' Rea. Foryouhold and teach that God harh not decreed 
from eternicy to ele any perſon of mankind (upon any terms) 
but that in caſe he liyeth to years of diſcretion he ma y very pol- 
ſiblyperiſh. 

uſe! Wherein firſt you affirm as much as if you ſhould ſay, 
That God had not decreed from eternity to ele Chriſt himſelf 
_ any terms, but in caſe he lived , as that he did, to years 
of diſcretion, he might poſſibly have periſhed, The which I 
_ you willnot affirm. And therefore thus far I hope you 
will grant conyi&ion. 

2, Secondly, In that your generall terms do exclude all 
and eyery perſon of mankind as that in yo: r apprehenſion not- 
withſtanding the decree of God to have ſome elect (and that a 
certain number, as that you acknowledge,and that he hath un- 
Changably decreed what that number ſhall be ) 

Yet you affirm,as muchas if you ſhould laygthat all Gods e- 
le& may very poſſibly periſh, notwithſtanding Gods decree to 
ſave ſome, Thus fr I hope alſo you will deny even you own 
aſſertions, | - 

Now in regard IT hope you will grant that the Election of 
Chriſt Rtandeth ſure , and that he could not poſhbly periſh, 

I ſhall-affume a little- further that you will alſo grant that 
ftuch who are elected in time, by the fam* hand(that ele&ed 
Chriſt in the fulneſs of time from'the loines of the Virgin ) ſuch 
I fay whom God ele&eth, from the very loines of their natural 
parents, by means of propagation, as he did Chriſt : you can- 
not for ſhanie deny but their EleCtion alſo ſtandeth fure, fo that 
they cannot poſſibly periſh. 

eAr. But Chrift which ſanSfieth, and they which ate 
ſanRtified, are all (of one) that is the are all (of God)as Chriſt 
himſelf was of God, for which cauſe he was not afhamed to 
call them brethren,for it behoved Chriſt in all things to be made 
like unto his brethren, &c. See Heb. 2, 11. 17. 

| They 


ETEEDSnndos = t | 
They are not of the world as he was not of the world. Fohn 
I7.' 14. IG | | : 

It they were of the world , the world would loye his own, 
but Chriſt hath choſen them our of the world, and therfore the 
world bateth them, F2h.15.19.. | 

Ye have not choſen me,but I haye choſen you, and ordained 
youg&c. verle 16. faith-our blefſed Saviorzo whom God hath 
oven power oyer all fleſh that he ſhould give eternal life to as 
many 25 God had given him. John 17. 2. 

Somt are of the world, and therefore it is that they ſpeak of 
the world,and the world heareth them, 

Burt ſome are of God, and he that knoweth God heareth 
themybur he that is not of God heareth them not ; and thereby 
may be knowa the ſpirit of truth and the ſpirit oferror: ſee.x Fo. 
4. 5,6. Andagain,He that is of God heareth Gods words, ſaith 
Chriſt,ye therfore hear them not becauſe ye are not of God, Fot 
8. 47. 

Y chatitis clear ſome are of God before they hear God 
words, and do therfore hear them becauſe they are of God, and 
not of the world; For the trnth is they are ſo of God. by 
oeneration , as that God is the chief caule of theu "y_ ſepara- 
tion or propagation from the yeryloines of their natural parents. 
And this is properly their aual ele&tion , which is accompliſh- 
ed in time according to his eternal purpoſe , or counſel of his 
will to ele&in Chriſt, having in his immutable counſel, de- 
termined with himſelf , what he would effe&tand bring to pals 
in time ; for he worketh all things ( in time) according to 
-his eternal purpoſe or counſel of his will before there was time. 
Bur without all queſtion ſuch who are thus ſeparated by the 
. hand of God throi:gh mea ns of generation , and ſo are properly 
| ſeletedout of che world, as peculiarly his owa ; theſe you can- 
not chuſe but muſt needs acknowledge their eleion 1s ſure in 
the ſight of God, ſo as they cannot poſſibly periſh. 

And again,ſo many as God had called, juſtified, and ſanQi- 
fied, them you mult needs acknowledge ſhall be glorified,and 
ſo cannot poſſibly periſh : elſe you deny theſe plain expreſſions 
of the Holy Ghoſt before cited, and go about alſo. as hath been 
faid, to put evea the betand holieſt men into doubrs ., and 


- fears. 


fears , whereas youſhould labour to edifie in the fairh-and 
notto deſtroy their faith. £ Le 2 
-So that I cannot imagine what you. ſhould poſſibly mean , 
or intend in this do&rine ; unleſs you 1o judge as that the De- 
cree of God or counſel of his will hefore the world began, was 
not ſo capacious and copaprientions as to determine before 
hand what ſhonlJd certainly become of every particular perſon 
that ſhould þe begotten from the beginning to the end; But 
only determined with himſelf concerning the ſpecies or certain 
kinds of men, in the groſs, or general and no further at all,as ſo 
you ſeem to expreſs your ſclf,ſaying, 

There is no Eleftion, or Decree of Eleftion of particular 
perſons as ſuch,but only of ap intire fþecies of men from Eter- 
zi1y, In which aſſertion you plainly deny the omniſciency of 
God, andrender him to us altogether blind in reſpe& of par- 
ticulars till tl ey be exiſtent, and fo you alſo exclude the EleRi- 
on of Chriſt himſelf as hath 5s ſaid, and eyery other parti- 
cular of the Ele& of God, out of his eternal purpoſe : as 
though he had not known as well the particulars , as the groſs 
=ry oenerall of all his works, from the beginning to the 
end, y 4 
Whereas the text is clear , that he worketh all things ac- 
| cording to the counſel of his own will, Epheſ. 1. 11. And 

itis alſo clear that his underſtanding is Infinite , ſee Pſ:l, 147. 


eons 


F So that he cannut poſſibly be ignorant any more of the par- 
ciculars than ofthe intire ſpecies, or ſorts of people : for if he 
were ignorant of any thing ; his underftanding were not infi- 
nite. 
And if he did any thing at all in time, that bebad not pur- 
poſed in himſelf in the counſel of his will befare-time, Then 
he could not be faid to work all things according to- his own 
purpoſe, or the counſel of his will. 
For ifany PRCICWr work ould be rected by himwhich he 
didnot p his will; that particular work 


urpole in the Counſel, 


could not properly be {aid to be effefted according to the coun- 
ſel of his will , noras he had 
not purpoſe that very particyl 


urpoſcd in himſelf, if he did 
wark. 


0bj. 
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Ob*, But you it may be' will | 
creed to be doie' to or contornthg all {wch of the ſame kind or 
ſpecies, s alſe decreed to be done to every particular of ſuch 
Secies or kinds of poople. | ; 

Anſw. 1 anſwer,true ; But ugon what ground can-youpol- 
fibly exclude vut of the preſcietice or foreknowledge of God , 
che foreſight and knowledge ofcyeryparticular work that he ac- 


'.  compliſhethintime? How can youproyethiat he didnot pur- 


ofe that very particular work? 
Can lend Oilbly imagine thar he did not foreſce from the 
very beginning all, paſt, preſent, and fir u:e Zoccurrences, that 
have been, are, or ſhall be cffeRed to the very end ? How dare 
u-limitthe-Holy One of Ifrael and ſo diminiſh his Actri- 
Ln ? Whereas you well know His undetftandiug is infi- 
nite, : 

Conſeq, Therefore he is not ignorant of any occurrences 
from the beginning to theend, Andthough many tip ſeem 
unpoſſible unto men, yet with God all things are poſſible faith 
our bleſſed Saviour. 

. Conſeq. Therefore it is poſſible that he ſhould foreſee all 
and every particular effect and occurrencesfrom the beginning 
to theend; this _ cannot deny it wete abſurd if you ſhoul 
And you know likewiſe that 7 he very hairs of our heads are 
numbred , and that a ſparrow falleth not to the ground with- 
oxt-the will of our heavenly Father. Which one would think 
were matters of tos little moment for our wiſe Father to reckon 
up, or regard, and take notice of:But the reaſon is;he being om 
nipreſent and omniſcient and that etetnally cannot poffibly be 

' igrocantof the leaſt occurrences that may poſſibly inſue. He 
being an infiniteſpitic, and all things being naked and open 
before him, and that fromthe very beginhing , he declateth the 
end from the yery beginning. 

He faith unto Fob, Where waſt thou whes T laid the foun- 


dation of the Earth ? declare if thou ha#F underſtanding. See 


Job. 38. 4. 

By which it appeareth that the'Lord well knew and could 
alſo declare where the very materials' of Fob were of which he 
was" compoſed: and that fromthevery beginning. _ 


objeAty: That what is de- 


FY Fry 


And Job acknowledgeth alſo : 1know that thou cant do 

ercrything, and that no thought can be hid'from thee. Chap. 

Sk. | | GE 

'2. Nay he underftandeth our thoughts long before we 
think them. 

The Loxd foreſaw and diſcoyeredunto Aoſes what the pzo- 
ple of Iſrael would do after his deceaſe, and therefore gaye him 
a 2ropheticall ſongto be a witneſs againſt them, See Dewr.z1. 

I6. &c. tothe 22. He knew their Imagination which the 
went about eyea thea before he brought them into the land, 

But I ſhould hope that you would not ſtand in ſach conceits 
and miſapprebenfions as to ſet bounds and limits to the under- 
ſtanding and knowledge of God , which is infinite and unſear- 
chable, and his waies in lome things paſt finding out. 

And ifyou will allow and do afhirm with us / 26 God was 
not ignorant what particular occurrences, both good and evill, 
ould happen uato all both Ele& and Reprobares,from the be- 
oinning to the end: Then we mult needs infer, and that from 
your own afſeutings, that they are quite contradictory to your 
own aflentings. | ; 

For you affirm page 1. particular the fourth, That the 
decrees of God concerning Elefton and Reprobation are abſo= 
Iutely Immutable and unchangeable, 

eAr. From which TI argue. 

That if the Decree of God be unchangeable inreſpeR of E- 
lecion and Reprobation, And that from Ecernity.. 

{onſeq, Then it neceffarily followeth ; that he - -f# 
reth none whom he decreed to cect Nor eleteth any whom he 
decreed to reprobate. Provided alwaies, that, as hath been ſaid, 
he was not ignorant of the particular perſons both of the Ele& 
and Reprobartes , and of all occurences that ſhould enſue from 
the beginning to the end, 

Ar, For ifhe was not ignorant of the particulars as to de- 
ny that we deny his omniſciency to be from eternity , and his 
underſtanding to be infinite, as hath been faid. 

Conſeq; Then it is unpoſſible bur his Decree and countell 
and purpoſe of his will was perfe&t and compleat and clear in 


himſelf concerning eyery parricular both whom he would _ 
| an 


; . 
- 3 


Ty £69) | 
"and whom he would reprobate ; And this precedetit;perfeR,and come 
. Pleate decree, being cd alſo to be abſolueely immutable and un- 
changeabl | | | 
oe Thea it is urpoſſible that any particular whom he de- 
creed to Elect actually 1n time,ſhould become a Reprobate,nor any of 
thoſe whom he decreed to Reprobate, ſhould become his Elect. 

Which quice contradiRech your fult particular , wherein you diſ- 
ſent from us about this head of do&trine, wherein you affirm that God 
hath not decreed from eternity to eleft any perſon of mankind upon a= 
7 terms, but that tn caſe he liveth to years. of diſcretion he may poſſi- 

ly periſh, notwithſtanding any ſuch decree. ' 

And the like arguments may be brought likewiſe againſt your 2d. 
particular, to wit, 

That God hath not decreed from eternity the  Reprobation of any 
perſon of mankind, conſidered as ſuch, who may not very poſſibly be 
ſaved, any derree in God rorwit handing. 19% 

| Muchleſs do you hold a decree of Reprobation from Eternity a- 
gainlt the farr greatelt part of mankind , excluding a poſſibility of ſal- 
vation, | 

For if you do aſſent That the decrees of God in theſe reſpetts are 
abſolutely immmtable and nnchangeable : your aſſent herein is quite 
contradictory to your difſentiog , in this allo, for the decree of God 
is as abſolute in the one as in the other , and- as unchangeable like- 
wiſe. 

For his decrees (hall Rand,and be will do all his pleaſure, Yea, He 
will have mercy on whom he will have merty, and whom be will be 
hardeneth,yea ſo many as he loves he will rebuke and chaten, and will 
give them yepentance unto life that they may be ſaved; Tea, he will 
grve them fait hor faith ts the gift of God, Ephel. 2. 8. ſaith the 
Apoſtle, For by grace.ye are ſaved through faith,andthat not of your 
ſelver, it u the gift x God, See verle gi. It is therefore of God 
that ſome repent and believe, andfo\ar: ſaved, and not of themſelves, 
nor for their good works, . left any manſhould boaſt. -: \, . . 

But on the other part there are ſome others whom. he blindeth. and 
hatdeneth, and ſhutceth or dulleth both their ears and hearts, /eff rhey 
ſhould repent nnd turng#wd be hon!d heal them, ct Oo 
And though youthink it ſo unjuſt and partial, and-unequal,and ne- 
yer ſo croſs or oppoſite to-your WEI and to. the cRngien at- 
; tr1DUtES 


- 
-—  —moethom— — ” 


(10) 
artribixes.6f God (as foyou afficm page 81.) towit, 

That it is as a black thred of inconſiibency with the attribmes of 
God, to wit, his immutability, ſimplicity, 1. ping grace, good= 
neſs, juftice, and lave'to Wankind; Infomuch that though you are' 
moſt vehemently andeven'p y inclined to unity and peace with 
your brerheen in matrers of faich, yer are you not able with the beſt of 
your underftandmgs to reconcile thei doctrines in the points diffented, 
_ theſe glorious properties and perfections of our ever bleſſed 

' Yetit dothnot therefore follow but the wiſdome of God is able 
to convince you that theſe. doftrines of your brethrens are fully and 
clealyteconcileable with theſe glorious properties and ——— of 
our bleſſed God. 

And what know you bur God may poſſibly uſe forte very mean, 
and unworthy infirument , to convince you of it, that ſo the whole 
olory of the dilpenſation of ſuch deep lecrets might be given unto God, 
, and not uato men. 
| And therefore accountine of my ſelf both ſufficiently mean, un- 

—_— and Famer wa (as of my ſelf) tor ſuch a buſineſs, 

been of the ſame mind in which tus 

arein i ed gg theſe points,and by the | od 
have receivdfatisfaction &full re fron om he won de 
make bold, though bur ſuch a man, to give you ſome hints how theſe 
olorious attributes of our es God may be ay cleared,and ot to 

mtional-appretenſion inal chele reſpecrs;If you pleaſe to read chem 
_—_— mature, and deliberate ends ed with impartial 
mindsgaad-a refolution'to act accordingly ; for then you bave a pro- 
"niſeco know-of the doerrine whether ir be of God or bur of humane 
Invention,” 

Andrhis Ifhall A aS it pleaſerh Goo: to give me utter- 
_ Sd by 

"Hie nrvondingns you require Iſhall firſt follow you "ig your own 
reaſon irs which _— you 'to ropragh in theſe particulars 

owl 
Dc edi ke irene rthar theſe your reaſons ftandin di- 
- cop ona ed God,” Who canmakeir appear 
1112: Dit ;4 


E by Tz, "Ton ſfaywe jwdge (hi the pbyeatwings of damnation i » 
the 
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(a) 
the ſcriptures to and ugainſt believers in caſe sf apoſtiaciesFice. t6:b® 
abſolutely mconſpſtent with a peremptory tmremt inGodl to ſave them, 
as Ezek, 18. 24. Mat. 18, 3. compared with verſe 1, Row, VP. 
13. compared with Rom, 1, 6, 7,.8 eAndagain yon judge tt 
4 very ſenſeleſs part tn afather to give his child a compleat aſſurance 
under hand and ſeal that he will make him bys heir againft all poſſi= 
b'e imtervenicacies whatſoeucr,eAnd yet preſently threaten bin if he 
be not dutifull to diſinherit him. 20 

eArſw. I anſwer, that yourither-in this therefore exre he- 


caute.you know not the Scriptures, nor the power of God ; Or etſe you 
willy oppoſe ere the widdomeof God, : as accounting ir fooliſh- 
- neſs. 


For you cannot but know that thus it is in the pronwlgation 
of the Goipell, And thatic is commanded, and ought to be preach- 
ed unto all in general , ikea draw-net caft-into the Sea + And the 
promiſe and threatning tobe preached rogecher,and nor fingle by them» 
felyesz 'to wit, He that repemeth and believerh ſhall be ſaved, he 
that believeth not ſhall be condemned. | 

Now this notwithſtanding that you know it thus commanded, yet 
in your wiſdome it'is inconfiltent with a peremptory decree to. 
ſome and to damn others ; and you judge its {enſelefspart in God, as 
in a Father, ro give his children compleat affurance, and afcer threat» 
en to.diſfinherit them in caſe of diſobedience : As if you bhadquitefor- 

thatit bad ſopleaſed him as by the fouliſhnels of preaching to 
ave them that believe, and whom he predefiinates- tothe end, be 

inares to the. means. And thoſe who are kept by the powerobGod 
through faithunto falyation, yer be rebuketh and chafteneth them, and 
threatneth themalſo if theybe not obedienyea,anddeſercerhthemalio, = 
& bideth his face,asthough he had forſaken them: And all this likewiſe 
after he hath given them afſurance ofctemnal like thraughJeſisChuiſt,as 
I hope you know , that after a full aſſurance it-times of deſertion men 
may ſtand in doubt: it was fowith-Duvid\and maity £b= 


| bigs aneflownings vin eeſjecrof fireagutianel-wealmels of aithahere . 
| | 


is ford inall by ordinary:experience. Dut 10 qrodeed, you: id 
judgement have aheady fadadia a very Ar urs apa 
NO —_— ance underhand 
arthe: 3d, youactount@tan rnemy 


of it muſt needs make men remiſs, looſe, and indifletentitobe _—_— 
£ | C 2 | | 


$- 


and-ekl, 


NN ne 


God , &c. Whereas the wiſdome of God hath already judged it | 


. ameans to make us more zealous and cordiall : ard therefore it is that 
he givcth knowledge of ſalyation to his people by the remiſſion of their 
fins ,.thatchey might ſerye him withour fear in holineſs and righteoul- 
nels all rhe dates of their lives, And fear hath tormeat in it,you know, 
and he that fearerh is not yer perfect in Jove. 
eArg. But weought toendeayour to be perfect in loye, and are 
bid allo Fear not little flock, oc. | ; 
({onſeq. Therfore it followeththat in the wiſdom ot God, through 
his love to his people, he would have them to atraia perfection both in 
faith and loye, Seex John 5. 10,11,12,13. yeaevenſuch degrees 
whereby the might have ſtrong conſolatiog, and whereby their j oy 
might be full,” and therefore he biddech them ask and they ſhall re- 
ceive it. And thee LpoFHe John weiteth unto them'purp>ſely that they 
mightknow thatthey have eternal life, and ſhwerh them by what 
ſigns they may certainly kaowitz to wit "by their faich and love 


ich God had giveo them : he chat belieyerh oa rhe ſonne of God © 


faith he, hath the witneſs in himſelf, 

- (onſeq. Therefore it followethyhe that thus believeth can never pe- 
rh, For who can pluckthem ont of the hands of God who us greater 
than all ?. and who can terminate an eternall-life. ' And" he that 
knoweth he believeth on the _ name of the ſoune'of Godand that 
Hbueth Godjand Ioveth his brethren for their lihen:ſs unto God, may 
certainly know that he hath already this eternal life abiding in him, 

and that he ſhall never periſh, : "And by how much frronger ' Confi= 
 dentie any manaitains,and fullcr aſſurarce of faiths: hrongh the grace 
of God.: : By ſo much the more ſhall his love abound, and (2: by conſe- 
quence his zeal in religion,und cordrallnefs in ſervice will be the grea- 
ger. > Hig doc | 

» And whereas you fay , who will ftrain andtorl himſelf in Tur= 
ning for ſuth 4 prize which ' be /knowes he ſhall as certainly obtain 
by Evinganriſle, ſoft, und ordinary pace? - 0 þ 
anſwet, youTpeak inthisas though all Gods elect were at che 
| fiſtafſured; and badno need to.ſtrive to gnter in at theftrait gate, or 
to make their calling and eleftioniſure; i £ 
-  And:asthoughir were all one what degrees and; meaſures of faith 
and holide& wearrain unto;'and wheraer webe rich: or poor, both in 
faith and gocd works, i on wy 


CR —— a... 
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As though degrees of grace, and meaſures and mulriplicity of 
good works and. tufferings, &c. ſhould noz add unto uz a far more 
excellent and erernal weight of immortal glory 

Whereas I know you know.it, and will acknowledge there ſhall- 
be great inequalicy > reward both to the EleR and R-probates though 
ann coarradictious to jultice or equality in reſpe& of deter: : Bur 
ſuitable to their works according to their works , whether ber.er or 


. worle, yea, more or fewer, as the Scripture is clear. And 


therefore I cannot but wonder to ſee you propoſe this as an argu- 
ment. 

For as the Apoſtle ſaith , They that ran in 4 race run all, but one 
receiveth the prize, All Gods Elect may belaid to run, bur not all 
alike for celeritie and atrainments , ſowze of the firft ſhall be lat, and 
ſome of the 'aFt ſhall be firſt, inreſpect of attainment s to degrees and 
meaſures of faith and love, which are ( efſemially ) in- Chriſt Je» 


ſus, 


Now for anſwer to your ſecond particular Reaſon, page 
3- the which I over-skipped to anſwer the ficlt and third both at once 
being one in ſubſtance, I onely anſwer thus much briefly, That they 
are very children in underſtanding that cannot refell this argumen”, to 
wit, that becauſe the decree of God hath ſo adjudged ſome particu- 
lar perſons toeternall life through Jeſus Chriſt, as ſo you know we 
affirm,that he hath choſex wes in js. before the foundation of the world 
was laid, and not peculiarly without him and his ſufferings , 
&Cc. ; 54 5 
Therefore yet you infer That ſuch an eleftion i extremely iniu- 
rious tothe death of (brit, and utterly diſſolveth the neceſſitic of it. 
which cannot be reſented from ſuch knowing m:n, but as purpoſel 
intended to deceive the ſimple: You knowing the aciples of al 
oockeſinetſngeen to be. quite contrary ,, and too well fortifyed to be 
deceived wich ſuch inconſcquent aſſertions: For it is but thus much in 
eftet,towit, , - | 1} 4 4 56 
Becauſe in the preſcienceor foreknowledge and counſel of his will 
he hath choſen us in Chriſt, to be ſaved crernally through his death 
and ſufferings, and for his ſake : Ergo, Such ad Elettion is extreme- 
ty mo tothe death of Chri#t, and utterly diſſolveth the weceſſi- 
ty of it, 1 | $171 EP R 
£ How 


| (14) | 

+ How extremely injurious unto Rationality this argument is , 1 
on toall, yea,, even Children of ten years of age, to judge there- 
0 | 

- 4; I come nowto anſwer your fourth Argume nt, where you bold- 
ly SFr » That ſucha- notion of Eleftion Lajes the greateſt part of 
the neceſſity of preaching of the word in the very duſt, ec. 

| To which I anfwer,your Arguneat is a meet non ſequite”, forit is all 
but thus much, to wit. : 

Arg. Becauſcichathpleafed God to determine before the foun- 
dation of the world to ſaye thoſe thar belieye through the preaching 
of the word, and through Chriſt, &c. | ORE RET: 

Ergo, the preaching of the word, or to perfwade men to attend 

thereupon, is in yain and needleſs, for the Ele& ſhall as certainly be 
ſaved,8&c.If they ſhould not doit. | | | 

_ Youhayeforgorrea I ſuppole how. Pa#/ was inhibited to go- unto 
ſuch a place becauſe they would not receive his doctrine , but was 
ſent unco another, and bid to ſpeak boldly, &c. becauſe he had much 
people in that City : For you might kaow if ſuch Scriptures could 
down with you, T hat whons he foreknew, them he alſo predeſtinared 
to be conform” d to the image of bus Son, and whom ht pred:ftinated 
them he alſo called, aud whom he called thr he alſo juſtifird , and 


. 


whom he juftifed thews he alſo glorified. 


\ $5. Inyour t you take upon you to a direly,ard 
| a ol ſlander upon the Widdome, Holineſs 5 Mercy wad Jo 


. ftice of God ; For your Argument were good if rightly'grounded. 
your +514 yr which without allqueſtion - / granted, 
is manifeſtly untrue, | | he HOY 3 | 

For though all have ſinned, andare- therefore depriyed of the glory 
of God, and are only favedthrough Jeſus Chriſt, yea Jews by n«« 
ture bein? Children of wrath. as well us others, 

_ Yer it doth nox follow chat all bynacureare in their child-hood 
and ma fire alike finſl, : alike wrathful, -oralike unclean, but inthe 
fight of God, and ſometimes of men likewiſe, there is great difference , 
though I muſt confeſs ifany ask me whoraketh thee to differand 
what haſt thou that.thou halt not xeveived,, I mult acknowledge God 
himſelf hath done it. eo en OP 
_ - But this Tafficm, and conmiake it manifelt, that there was n differ- 
ence eyen betwixt Jacob and Eſaw, in their Mothers Womb, El: 

it 


(15) 
ſan, £52 | 
. And fo = ho'y Ghoſttelleth us the wicked are eſtranged from the 
Womb, they g1 aſtray as ſeon as they be horn, ſpeaking lies, ce 
and as cMeof: "Jab rfl f G Lopes 

lech us plainly They have corrupted themſelver, therr ſpot is r0t the 
ſpot of bus Children, they are a crooked and perverſe generation; 
they are peryerſly generated ; ſome generations of Vipers, ſome chil- 
dren of wickednets, becauſe ſpiritual wickedneſs was the produRtive 
cauſe of their generation ; ſorue ſonnes of Belia/, for Saran was the 
caule of rheir generation , and therefore though were Abra- 
hams children after the fleſh, yer our Saviour tellech them They were 
of their father rhe Devil,ind would do his works. 

And fomealfo are called Childrey of the fleſhin oppoſition to him 
that was bora by promiſe, to wit, At ſuch a time will I conge unto 
thee , and Sarah ſhall have a Sox, The Lord himſelf was the chief 
cauſe of his generation ,. it was he that teparated him from the loines 
of his Parents, of free accord , whereas the devi ll, the world, or fin- 
full fleſh was the cauſe of the ino of ſome others, as hath been 
clearly ſhewed; but of this more fully in another place, * 

But you may hereby ſee and be more cautious for eyer after of bla- 
ming the wiſdome and holine's of God becauſe you ſee not how your 
{elyes forfooth can clear it u ; 

You might as well baye ſaid ,/f he have mercy on whom he will 
have wn , and whom he wilt he hardeneth, he is doubtleſs unjuſt, 
unmerciful, unholy, unwife : which I for my part if I ſhould have 
' KGaidir, it had been blaſphemous in me , but I hope you did it igno- 
rantly,and therefote upon repentance may find mercy. 

- 6. To your fixth Lanſwer, That no man thatever I heard,ſpake of 
any more decrees of EleQon but one, yet there are ſo many particular 
actual eledtions as there are particular perſons EleRted from the loins of 
their parents, as the chief cauſe of their generation , and this is their 
_ when they are-thus ſeparated ro be veſſels of mercy prepared 
UNtO GOT, - R 
Bur: God is not the cauſe of the generation as chiefly predominant, 
_ only permilhive of the propagation of any children bur his own E- 


T7 Your ſeventh I anſwer by way of Retortion or countercharge, 
| | That 


it had never been ſaid , / have loved Jacob , and have hated E- © 


fied, the efficiegt cauſe is not in God, bur tel- ' 


I rms rota ae 
, , 
« 
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That we do conceive that all ihe paſſages and texts of Scriptures which 
you preduce and argue for the eſtabliſhment of your errours are meerly 
irelacive to ſuch apurpole, all the m forced againſt their native and 
proper irpports relpeCtively to ſerve in this warfare, being all very ca- 
pa ble of a more orchodox, fair, and Chriſtian interpretation than that 
which you make ſubleryient to your opinions. 

2.. Tothe cighth in like manner I retort, we can find nocompe- 

ent, indecd no tolerable ſatisfaRion in any of thoſe arguments which 
ou our brethren are wont to levieand infilt upon for the maintenance 
and Defence of your erronious do&rine z to wit, that there isno eleti- 
on or dectee cf election of particular perſoas as ſuch, but only of an in- 
tire ſpecies of men from ecernity ; & your Arg. 9. 

Bur do judge in our ſouls wy conſciences that through the grace of. 
God we ſhall be enabled to give a Rational,fair,ard Chriſtian account 
of theic inſufficiency a: weakneſs. 7 

; _ ©. Tothe' ninth I aoſwer, thatit hath more confirmed us in the 
auch, becauſe we fi:d both from your pers and mouths, and that very 
frequently, ſuch very expreſſions as are palpable inconſiſtencies , and 
that your doctrine cumbieth andtchwarteth plain 'rexis of -Scripture, 
and wholeſome neceſſary truths in ChriftianfReligion , and that ma- 
ny orthodox and worthy doctrines cannot be perrinently nor effectual- 
ly mannaged if we 1eceive the influence, and ſeek the aid, of this your 
principle,to wit,thar there is no election or decree of eleRion of parti- 
cular perſons as ſuch,but only of an intire ſpecies of wea from eternity, 
For we affirm there is both, whereas your poſition denyeth the 
truth of theſe Scriptures, -Ephe/. 1:. 4. Ir. 1 Pet. 1. 2. Roms. 
9. 6. 7. v. to 19. Aﬀs 13. 48. Tothe firſt argument foryour 
diflent in the ſecond particular, I anſwer, that we believe theſe Scrip- 
turesto be really true,and that God doth intend as he here expreſſeth:8& 
wedo belicye,that howeyer wicked men are by nature and by generati- 
on, if God give them repentance unto lifeſo as that he doth ſaye them, 
this is nothing elſe but what he had decreed before the foundation of 
the world , and that ſuch very perſons were choſen/in Chriſt, and pre- 
deftinated to tte adoption of Sons - And that he never intended to re- 
probate thoſe perſons, and therefore gave them repentance,and did not 
tvffer them co obdurate and remain impenitent, nor doth any decree of 
his neceſſitate chem or any cther impulliyel to continue in ſuch im- 
* penirency ; bur permiſſively it doth , For l ſuffereth with long pati- 
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ence- the veſſels of warth fitted to deſtruftion, Rom, 9g. and tha* 
poſely to ſhew his wrath(againſt)and hatred (of?) fin, andto make 
[os Rn known. And who are you that reply again(t God? as if 
his juſtice and mercy ſhould impell and neceſſitate the falvation of all, 


or elſe you will conteſt and quarzel agaioſt him as you do herein, eſpe- 


* ; 
LL | 


cially in your ſecond Reaſon,accounting it as a bowelleſs and mercy- | 


leſs R:probation of the far greater part of m3nkind, which yet you 
cannot deny but the words of Chriſt himſelf import ſo much if we may 
believe him, Wide z5 the Gate, cc. and many go in thereat 3 But 
in your apprehenfins theſe words of Chrift are utterly inconſiſtent 
wich thoſe pathetical, affectionate, and bowel-breathing wiſhes or 
deſires of God for the peace and proſperity even of the vilelt men , as 
you imagine ; Whereas theſe were all ſpoken too and conceming 
is peculiar people; that they might have been happy, and their poſte- 
rines after them,ifthey had kept his commandments;and this he ſpeak- 
eth after the manner of men; and if they had been obedient ir had 
bin ſo with them; bu: we dare not conclude that God knew not before 
how they would carry and demean themlelves , for then we ſhould 
deny his underſtanding to be infinite : but theſe are ſpoken for our in- 
couragement, and for our imitation,and there ſhould be in us fach like 
bowk & carneſt defies as there was in Chriſt confider'd asman,to wit, 
that men would repent,and return and live; and they ought to perſwade 
what they can thergto,and ſuch who lo do are inftrumentall in the hand 
of ce or the good of many , and ſhall doubleſs receive a reward 

{uitable, | 
3- Your third Reaſon is in effe& but the ſame with this, /ntending 


to prove it as 4 brand of crueltie and folly if God ſhould reprobate hus 


ow, a5 the Oftcich zs cruell againſt her young ones, Andtothis I affent 
oy ſhould be cruel co his own ele&, and that is all you can make 
of It, | 

4. Reaſon the fourth you proceed on in the ſame tone, replying 
and arguing again{t God, becauſe He doth reprobate the greate$t part 
of men, as if becauſe we are lineally deſcended from t he loins of Adam 


. wewereall alize by generation, and in alike meaſure children of 


wrath; which I have already anfwered that it is nor fo, 

And further I adde for your fuller conyi&tion, that all reprobates are 
the natural off-ſpr'ng , 2nd fiir fin, and are the children of the 
wicked one, that is, the deyil,in that reſpeR: for it was the _ 

| | | - D Rf t 
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chat ſowed the tares , that is to ſay ſin, in the heats of our fit paxen's, 


which have brought forth more tares , than the good ſeed, which 
was of God, and was lefras. a Remnant of the image of God ia 
our ficlt parents, hath y2r produced ; So that it is nor proper to ſay 
ofthe wicked, that they are lintally deſcended from Gai, through 
the loines of Adam , who was his ſon; but weie blaſphemous in me 
to ſpeak it ; becauſe I thus apprehend and know icto be true. 
5. Youproceed, That all particular perſons of mankind without 
exception of any, were in Adam before his fall, © | 
From whence you gather , 7f they were in hims before his fall, th:y 
muſt be in the ſame jtate , and condition of righteouſneſs and holi- 
meſs with him , and conſequently of grace , favour and acceptance 
with Gol, Now we judge it clearly impoſſib'e that any perſon ſhould 
at the ame time be in an eſtate of righteouſneſs or of grace and favour 
with God, and yet under a ſevere decree of Reprovation alſo, ſo that 
we cannotbut conceive ſuch a decree of Reprobation from eternity 
as our brethren maintaing to be a meer and plain Impoſſtbi= 
litic. | | | 
eAnſw. ITanſwer, all mankind was originally in his loins, and 
he was made righteous, but they were not a in him - But 
ſuppoſe it true, do not you conceive, that the Angells that finned, and 
are caltdown , and become devils, were created perfe& and pure from 
fin, and ſo in fayour with God, whiles they ſo continued ? yer wete at 
that yery time under a ſevere decree of eternall Reprobation ; had not 
God decreed, and determined with himſelf, to ſuffer them to fin, and 
fall as theydid: andſoin like manner, to ſuffer man alſo to be 
ſeduced by him,cannot you believe it,rhar his decrees are unchanga- 
ble, as you grant at the firſt, and that God atteth nothing, in time, 
but what he decreed from eteryity; And that the Scripture expreſly 
holde:h forth, both a decree of Eleftion, and a decree of Reprobati- 
0% in God, as you laid you agreed with your brethren inthat , as in 
the 1. 4: 5. particulars? - FY 
But whether then have your argumeats lead you, that you here ac- 
count it a plain Impoſlibility ? fo that the decree of God was nothing 
at all from eternity concerning Reprobation , either of Angels or men, 
though the Scripture telleth us , that ſome were of o/d ordained wnto 
.Condempyation. : : 
And ſome as nataral brute beats are made to be takengand to be 
| gt deſtroyed 


\. T9); | 
deitrojed, ſpeaking evill of the things they uuderſtand not, and ſhall 
mterly periſh in their own corruption, 2 Pet. 2.12. 

And let me bur ask you, doth he nor will now, what he willed be. 
fore, even from eternity ? 1s his will changed 5 or doth he will any 
thing now that he did not then ? But faith the Apoſtle har if he 
willing to ſhew his wrath,gand make his power knownyſuffer with long 
patience the veſſels of wrath fitted ta deſtruition ; But if theſe were 
the ends of ſuffering theſe veſſels , then it muſtneeds follow that in 
the decree of God . he had this purpoſe in himſelf, as Epheſ, 1. 9. 
where it isalſo ſaid yerſe 11, That he worketh all things accordin? to 
the Connſel of his own will; fo that we cannot believe, that he either 
doth, or ſuffereth to be done, any thiog at all, bur according to the 
counſel of his own will ; For he that cou'd foreſee to predeſtinare luch 
who are his Elect, to the adoption of Children by Jeſns Chrift in him- 
ſelf according tothe Good from of his will, as Epheſ. Tt. 5. could 
not poſſibly be ignorant whom he ſhould harden unto condemnation. 
I: were therefore wiſdome, if you could not comprehend the juſtneſs 
of his decree in this reſpect , yet not to make ſuch impetious and bold 
concluſions, whiles you cannot reconcile thele you: ſubtill argu- 
ments with theſe texts of Scriprure ; fur all Scripture is true , and muſt 
not be broken , to comply with our fancies, and weak apprehen= 

fjons. FRE vs 

6. But Argument fixth you ſpeak more boldly, for becauſe all 
things were in God, and in his will,and powergbefore h#created them 
and made them viſible; Therefore you will needs make man , and - 
not man only, but all things whatſoever, to be #othing really but God 
himſelf: according as you ſay it is a known maxim, what ſoever is 
in God 1s God, 

The which maximin oneſenſe may be true, to wit , whatſoever 
is in God Attributably and Eſſentially is God : but it is well known 
that all things yet (till are really in God, bur no creature can in any poſ- 
ſibility be God himlelf,for every creature is ſomerhing elſezand therfore 
I much wonder that a whole Church ſhould affert ſuch doQtrine. 

And before the creation , when all things were in God, were 
thea no more God himſelf, than the dung that is contained in the in- 
ternal parts, of the bellie of man, is the man himſelf, And ſo by 
conſequence , notwithſtanding your bold Logick, God is no more | 
the objett of his own WOE 10r can no more be ſaid to _ 
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himſelf, harden himsſelf, than a man is ſaid to rejeQ himſelf when 
he'caſtech forth his moſt noiſome dung ; and therefore I might well 
retort it upon you , that you knowing theſe things , and that lome are 
rejected, and eternally damned , ſhould produce ſuch aa argument, 
a$if it did hold true, might induce the ionoran. to blaſpeme the name 
of the lord our God, to their own deftruRion, PENTET 

7. Tothe ſeventh I anſwer that God doth not ſay #nto all, and c- 
very perſon of mankind , If thox behieveſt , thou ſhal: be ſaved : But 
as purpoſely reyealing his decree, ſo far as he hath thought fitco ler us 
know, his expreſſions arethus; Hethat repenteth and believerh ſhall 
be javed, and he that believeth no: ſhall be condem:ed. So that 

commiſſion is for both, and you ought to preach both, and nor + 
the one lingle; for then you hide Go part of the counſel of God: 
And fo your Aa'or being gone, your Aimvr fails, and is not worch 
an{werin : 

8. Thiseighth argument, ts the ſame in effect with the other, and 
no better grounded. Ir ſeems you are much offended , that the Goſpel 
mult be preached unto all the world, and yet none but the Elett take 
hold of it by a lively faith, for their ſalvation; Now you it may be 
would be {o wiſe, as to cull them forth , and tel! them all plainly , 
you I have choſen, and you the rc(t are Reprobates. Thus ' you re- 
prove and reproach even the Wiſdome of God himſelf, and yet therin 
ſhew but your own folly: for if the Goſpel ſhould be preached peculi- 
atly to the Ele, and they pointed out anddiſtinguiſhed , &c. how 
fhould rhe reft be hardened 2 they would preſently deſpair ; and how 
ſhould rhe Gofþel be preached wnto all nations for 4 witneſs againſt 
them, and to be wnts thein, as ſoGod hath appointed it, the ſavor 
of death unto death, and a means to reftrain them, &c? 

9. You judge our doftrine not to be a doitrine according to god!y- 
neſs, andthat it is moſt permiciously deftruftive to the intere#t and 
_advancewent of Godlineſs in the world; for firſt as you ſay it pre/ents 
the Goffel nnto men like a Lottery, wherin are many blanks, but few 

YI2ECS. \ 

g To which I anſwer, that if you be ſo ſober, and conſiderate , as 

not to medale with it, nor adventare upon it, till you make it good , 

hs all that hear it are Gods Eleft, and ſhall certainly be ſav- 

E bp / . 

Icis yery doubtfull you will rejet falyation, and come ſhort of hea- 
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yen -- but if you can make it ouc, iris a comfortable do&rine ; they 
deſerve to give you treble honoxr to our beſt Doto's, |; 

Andes for anſwer to your ſecondcaſe , we donot uſe to perfwade 
men they ate Reprobates upoz every declining or miſcarriage , for 
then we ſhould each it in this caſe ro you, who in thele reſpe&ts have 
declined the ttuch , bt we -apply unto them ſuch preciors promiſes 
wherby we our ſelves have been comforted »f God, when Satan hath 
ſuggeſted ſuch like doQtrines into our minds ro 4e5troy our faith, as 
thele of yours, to wit, rhat notwithitanding our Eleftion, yet we may 
poſſibly periſh; And the truth is, that theſe and ſuch like arguments, 
if it were poſſible, they might deceive even the very elcf}, but they 
are kept by the power of God through fatth unto ſalvation , bleſſed 
be his name, and can zever periſh, neither can any pluckthem ont of 
hu hands. : 

Io. You jzdge a'ſo that ſuch a decree of Reprobaticn is diame= 
trally repuguazt to all thoſe bleſſed Manifeits:s or Declarations 
made by God himſelf of the riches of his Gracc, e Mercy, Love » 
Kindneſs, Goodneſs, Compaſſion, Patience, Long-Suffering, Boun- 
ty wnto the world, See Exod. 34. 6, 7. Pſalm. $. 15. TIN. 
4- Job 3. 16. Tit. 3. 4. Þſal. 145.8, 9. to omit orher places 
wit bout number. | 

Anſw, 1 bave ſearched theſe Scriptures, but find no repugnancie 
inthem againſ} our dotrine , butTfind in the firſt , Exodus 34: 
6, 7. That as God is merciful aud grations, long ſuffering, and abun= 
dant in gooan:ſs aud truth, keeping mercy for thouſands,for gruing i= 
niquitie aud tranſgreſſion aud finz 

Soalfo that he s/{ by yo means clear the guilty, but vifiteth the 
iniquities of the Fathers upon the children, and upon the childrens 
children unto the third and fourth generation. , See allo for this Fer, 
32. 18,19. ſee Tſa, 14. 20, 21, 22. though you will form and fret 
atthis, aSunjultin God, who is able to anſwer you, and will one 
day, yea and clear it tobe juft, notwithſtanding all your Logick and 
that to your own conſciences ; though now for the preſent you are dark 
in the buſineſs, how it can be juſt to viſit, &c, of which more here- 


| after in it$due place. 


11, Youſay in your eleventh reaſon, That you canmt find any 
mention, nor the leaſt intimation of any ſuch decree of Reprobation 
inthe Scriptures. | 

To 
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To waich I anſwer, Iam ſorry to hear that a whole Church ſhould 
be ſo ignorant of the Scriptures, and fo well yers'd in humane do. 
Qrines , injuriouſly wreſted from ſome particular places , which were + 
neyer intended for ſucha ſenſe : you are not herein like the noble Be- 
TEANS. 

However I ſhall ſpeak unto you in Scriprure language , but I will 
not cite the places to you, I hope you know it is contained in Scri- 
pture, T hat he worketh all things according to the connſell of his will, 
and that his counſell ſhall and, and he will do all his pleaſures yea, 
He hath mercy on whom he will, and whom he will he hardeneth , 
yea, ſome are faid to be of old ordained unto condemnation, and as . 
brute beaits are made to be taken and to be deſtroyed; And he made 
all things for himſelf, yea , even the wicked for 1he day of evil; for 
he hath powergand juſtly too, as the Potter of his clay, to make one 
veſſel unto honour, and another unto d:ſhonoxr, and that of the ſame 
- Clay , ſuch whom he maketh as veſſels of wrath. unto diſhonour, be 

maketh on purpoſe that he may ſhew his wrath ; and he isableto an- 
{wer it upon what accompt he maketh ſuch veſſels, and to conyince 
the conſciences of all men whomſoever that it is but juſt, and will 
one day do ity. againſt all their cayils, ſo as cvery mouth ſhall be fope 
ped: for ſhall we think it poſſible, bur he that is rhe Judge of all the 
world ſhould do right ? it were abſurd to think ir, You fay 
you Gather by many things comming from them occaſionally, T hat 
Jour brethren would willingly enough let go their dottrine of Repro- 
bation if they kuew how to retain their doftrine of Eleftion without 
#, 

eAnſw, It may well bethat your brethren would not much ſtrive 
. with you about this doEtrine, if they could belp it ; though they know 
it is true. Burt if you cannot teach them, how ir is poſſible- that this 
* Dottrine of Eleftion , which is yery clear from expreſs Scriptures, can 
poſſibly chuſe , but muſt neceſſarily draw after it this premiſed Do- 
&rins of Reprobation, they will acknowinlgs you to be far more ra- 
tional than any of them. 

' 12, Weclearly and very frequently find ( youſay) both in the 
writings and oral diſcourſes of the Patrons of the ſaid decree of Re- 
probation, ſuch ſayings and paſſages which we know not how to recon- 
cile with this decree, and conſequently cannot but judge ſuch a decree 


to be very diſharmonious to the true ſtrains and dottrins of the y- 
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Anſw. The beſt patronage we have for it, isthe word of God; - 
and it is all that wedare cleave too, to make it our. | 
Bur it your conſequence and judgement be groundedly raiſed, to . 
witg. T hat our dottr ines are nvt harmonious wuch th? Goſpel, then 
upon the ſame ground w2 may paſs our judgement infallibly upon 
ours, p 
I. Fo: as hath been ſhewed, you firlt agree with us that T he Scrip- 
ture expreſly holderh forth and aſſerteth both a decree of Elettion and 


a decree of Reprobation in G od, 


2. And that theſe decrees were in God from Eternity or before the 

foundatiens of the world were laid, | 

3. And that both theſe decrees as well as all others atiributabie 
to God, are really and ſimp'y God himſelf. 

4. And that theſe decrees. as all others in God are ke God himſelf 
abſolutely immutable and unchangeable, &c. 

And then in your very firſt particular of your difſent from us, you 
quite contradi&t what you aſſented to, as hath been acgued before, 
and repreſent unto us the counſel and decree of God, as changeable 
as the Moon , or as the mind of man, as if the counſel of God were 
wholly dependent on the will of man, as if the wiſdome of God were 
not perfect and full tor making his decrees abſolute, till he-receive 
inflruuons from the aRtings ofmen how he ſhould judge them; you 
lay it is poſſible, notwithſtanding his Decree of Eleftion , that- his 
Eleft ſhould periſh, and notwithRtanding his Decree of Reprobation 
of any particular perſon yet he may poſſibly be ſaved, 

Now we ſhall freely accord, that ſome particular perſons, which you 
or we think to be his Ele&t may poſlily periſh,or whom we think to be 
Reprobates, may poſſibly be ſaved. 

But to avouch it poſſible, that the Decree of God, concerning par- 
ticular perſons, .is changeable, We dare not do it, unleſs you can aſſure 
us that he did not. foreſee from the beginning,who ſhould be ſaycd,and 
who ſhould periſh; 2 TE | 

Butall his ſh:ep, all his El: are choſen in Chriſt before the foun- 
dation of the world, that they ſhould be holy and without blame be- 
fore him in love, Epheſ. 1. 4. and they are alſo pred:Ftinate to be + 
conformed to the Image of his ſoune : Theſe all being the Sheep of 
Chriſt, hear his voice, aud he knoweth them, and they follow him , 

and he giveth unto them eternal liſe, and they ſhall never periſh,” nei= 
g ther 
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Ther fill any man pluck them out of his hand, his father who gave 
t 1 him is preater than all, and no man is able to pluck then 

owr of his fathers hand; And he and his father are one. See 70.10. 
27428929470. | | 

And all the reaſon thart Chriſt rendets why others believed not, is 
_— they were #07 his ſheep , verſe 26, they were none of his 

ect, 

3. Now your third particular head of do&trine, wherin you fay you 
diſſent from us, is, 
”* That God hath not decreed the Reprobation of any infant, dying 
b. fore the commiſſion of aftual ſin. : 
 _eAnſw, I aniwer,] was once of your mind in this. particular, 

_ _ lo perſwaded upon the ſame grounds that you here hold 
orth, - 

Bur through the grace of God was long ſince reſolycd that it was 
not true. | | 

Firſt I thought as in yonr fourth reaſon, That the cyſe of all infants 
dying before the commiſſion of att ual ſin to be one and the ſame, be- 
- I apprehenaed they were all alike, aud in a like meaſure by na= 
twre children of wrath one as well and as much as another , and 1o 
either all ſayed or all damned. 

ButI could not belieye they were all damned for ſuch like rea- 
ſons as you hereallege , therefore I concluded , they were certain- 
ly ſaved. | 

: But upon better conſideration, as it pleaſed Godto giye me to un- 
. derfiand that though Jews by nature were children of wrath as well 
as Gentiles , which is the proper ſcope of that expreſſion, Epheſ. 2. 3. 
as will appear by the context , andnot that eyery particular child, is 
nature alike, and in the ſame meaſure polluted with fin,but though 
all were polluted in che ſight of God, Chriſt himſelf excepted, yet there 
was _ difference and diſparitie amongſt them in the fight of God, 
which put me quite into another mind , and ſearching the Scriptures, 
I was preſently confirmed quite the contrary. 1 ſhall therefore hold 
forth ſuch Scriptures and reaſons, as confirmed me, and gave me full re- 
ſolves is any queſtion rhat could bepropoſed concerning this dodrine 
of Ele&tion and Reprobation, | ; 
And firlt then for proof, that all children when new born, are not in 
- the ame "meaſure fleſh, noxalike fleſhly, nor that they are all alike , 


and 
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andin the ſame meaſure ſinful; or veſſels of wrath, or in the State 
of wrath , nor alike beloyed or hated of God, nor alike vnclean 
or clean in bis fight, It will evidently o_ from the word of Gad: 
Though Ido nor ſayI can make this. difference appear unto men, 
whiles they are unborn, yetit will appear that there 1s then tuch dif- 
ference in the git of God, 

1. As fuſt I argue; If Gcd loveth one thing and hateth another, 
there is certainly a difference, and diſparity, berwixt thoſe things,in the 
Heht of God. 

Rea. For be loycth the good, and hateth the evil, and cannot both 
hate and loye the yery ſelf tare thing; nor-as he cannot chule bur hate 
the evil , ſo he ca nnot burtloye, Sh is good, for every gco4 
praveedeth of God, Andit were no leſs dns btakdeenia to ſay he 
loyeth the eyil, or hateth the good , as it may well be ſaid of tome 
wicked men who alwaies doo, | 

Nor we may not ſay, that the loye or hatred of our wiſe God, is 

. withoutacauſe, and that juſt and clear, to his own comprehenſion, 
though not ours. 

eAſſum. But he loved Jacob and hated Eſau when they were inthe 
womb, and had neither of them done either good or evil. 

(onſeq. Ergo, there was differexee in the fight of God, whea 
; were in the womb, one was then a veſſel! of wrath in fitting 

for deftruttion, and the other was doubtleſs 2 veſſel of mercy in pre- 
paring for plory. 
eArg. 2. If children were all alike þy nature afcer their propa- 
cation from the loines of their parents , and hart there were no difer+ 
ence ( but asall are pollured and all are defiled, either leſs or more, 
Chriſt himſelfexcepted ) ſo all were alike polluted and a like defiled, 
by means of generation , being conceived in iniquitie, 
({onſeq. 1, Thenit would follow, that the juſt Lord, who will doe 
0 iniquity, and who is Judze of all the world, ſhould nat doe right , 
In viſiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate him ; And ſhewing 
mercy unto henfand; , to them that love him, * and keep bis Come 
mandements, 

Coxſeq. 2. And then it would likewiſe follow, that it were all one, 
and no greater diſparaggment to be the children of fooles, and children 
| of baſe mengthat are viler than the _— than the proper ſecd of ſuch 
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as love God, and heepe his (ommandements. See Job 30.%, © 

Conjeq. 3. And then it would follow , that the Apdlile ſaid not 
true when heſaid, E!ſe jowr children were uncleane, but now are they 
holy, 1 Cor.7. 14, If itbe ſo,that all children being new borne be a.. 
like #»clcane,or alike holy, and in the ſame meaſure. 

Conſeq. 4. And then it would follow , thar it is all one whether we 
poſſeſſe onr weſſels mholineſſe and in honour , or in the luſt of concup;= 
ſcence , like ſuch as kyow not God, If by that meanes, our ſeed when 
propagated , ſhould not be the berter , and the more holy and honowr- 
Able in the fight of God, See 1 Theſ: 4+ 4» 5. 

Conſeq. 5. It would follow , that there were #xrightcomfueſſe with 
G2ain that fevere excluſion of 4mmonites, and CMoabites, and Ba- 
ffards likewiſe , from entring into the congregation of the Lord, to 
their tenth generation, Deur, 23. 2, 24 4+ | 

Conſeq, 6. Then it were all one to be as /hmae!, borne aſter the 
fleſh; as ro be bomeas [ſaac, a child of promiſe; to wit, Ar ſuch a 
tome will I cone unto thee, aud Sarah ſhall have a ſoune, See Gal. 4, 
23, 28. and Rom.g. 8,9. | er 

Conſeq. 7. Then it would follow , that the fruits and operaticns 
of the Spirit, are all alike good, in the hight of God, with the fruzt 5, 
and effects, and operations of the fleſh, 1f we mult expe to reape the 
ſame fruits, or the like effe&s. And thenit is no matter of walk:ng in 
the ſpirit, that we might wet fulfill the Luſts of the fleſh, And lo adyl- 
ter), fornication, uncleanneſſe, laſciviouſneſſe, evill comrupiſcence, and 
inordinate affettions, are all one in effett with love, joy, peace , long= 
ſuffering, gentleneſſe, goodueſſe, faith, meekneſſe, ! emperance; as Gal. 
5+ 1:6 19, 20, 21, 22, 23- and -Eph.1. 24 33 43 5» 6,82C. tO 1 2, (Col, 
3- 556, Then it were all one to wake after the ſpirir, or to be drawn 
away by our owne luſts,and entiſed'; and ſ: when luft hath conceived, 
(faich the Apoſtle /ames) it bringeth forrh fine ; and fine when it 
i firiſhed bringeth forth death: whereas every good gift , and every 

Perfelt gift, comerh from above , Jam. 1.14, 154 16, 17. and Chap, 
3» 17. Whereas lb other affeRions are but from beneath , earthly , 
Senſualls ow dev:l:ſhy' verſ. 15s Yea then it is all one to ſow ro the fleſh 
45 to th: ſpirit ; yea to make proviſion for 'he fleſh to fulfill the luſt s 
' Phiereofgasto ow tothe ſpirir , if. we may expe the ſame fruits, Gal, 
6:6. And foall theſe Scriptures untrue and vaine, See alſo Rom. 8, 
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Conſeq. $, Then it would follow, that it might as propetly be ſpo- 
ken of the Ele&, as of the wicked, P/al. 58. 3,4; 5. to Wit, 1 ke wicked 
are eſtranged from the wambe , they , 08 aſtray as ſoone as they be 
borne , ſpeaking lyes: Thezr poyſon us as the poyſon of aſerpent ; they 
are like the deafe adder that f x-anrs her eareqgwhich will zot hearken 
to the voyce of charmers, charming nev'y ſowiſcly. : 

Conſeq. g. And ſo by conſequence we may pray as David, againlt 
not onely the wicked, but all manki:d; to wit, Breakg therr 
teeth O God, &c. veil. 6, 7,8. and propheſy as verſ. g. How ſud- 
ea they ſhall be deſtroyedy at which the righteous (hall re/oyce z, as 
verſ. 10, 11. 

Conſeq. 10. Then it would follow , that all generations are alike, 
and haye the ſame ſpot , orſtampe and temper of ſpirit ; contrary to 
that text, Dent.3 2.5. to wit, They haye corrmpred themſelves, their 
$þot is not the Spot of his children, they are a perverſe and crooked ge= 
neration. And contrary to thoſe yarious expreſſions of the ſorts of ge= 
nerations that we reade of in Scripture; as Prov. 30-11. to Wits 

There i a generation that curſeth their father , and that doth not 
bleſſe their mother, 

There is a generation that are pure in their owne eyes, and yet is 
ot waſhed from their filthineſſe, v, 12+ | 

There is a generation, Oh how lofty are their eyes , and their cye= 
lids are lified upgv. 13. | 

There is a generation whoſe teeth are as ſwords,and their jaw-teeth 
as knives, to deitroy the poor from off the earth , and the needy from 
among Mev, V. Iq. 

And contrary to our ordinary experience, as for the moſt part it is : 
for though godly parents may om tas ophane children, and pro- 
phane parents may have ſome godly children , yet for the muſt part, as 
che Scriprure ſpeakes, it is found by experience ,. that hike father 
like ſonne, like mother like daughter : Fop by generation their like- 
nefſe is (tamped, or propagated from them, in-the very ſeed of generati- 
on ; ſb that generations of wipers are a yiperous brood;;, and therefore 
Tohn the Baptiſt wondred'much , who hadforewarned ſuch to fly from 
thewrath to come , Andan evill and ani adulterous generation y" are 
anevill and an adulterous brood : and therefore was Gepthou they 

gne 


ſought a ſigne, there ſhou'd be no ſigne given unto thens ,. but the f 
ef the Propher Jonas. _— ; 


E 2 ! And 


LEW} -:: 

And againe, ſome are called children of wickedneſſe , becauſe wic= 
kedneſſe was predominant, and the chiefe cauſe of their generari- 
Ons. | 
And fome againe are called childrez of the Devill, ſofmts of Beba', 
and are therefore ſaid to be of their father the Dewili by Chriſt him= 
ſelfe, though of the Jewiſh nation ; and therefore Chrilt told them 
plainly, they did and would: doe their fathers work?s or luSts, Joha 8, 
44. and John 3. 8. He that committeth ſinnes of the Devill: 
Cain was of the wicked onegand ſlew his brother, v.12, 

And on the other part, ſome are called, « An holy generation, a cho- 
« ſ2n generation, the generation of the Juſt which ſhall be bleſſed ; the 
« off-{pring of God, a righteous ſeed, a ſeed lefr us as a remnant, when 
« others are deſtroyed ; yea a feed which ihe Lord hath bleſſed , and 
& of whom he teftifieth, that he formed them from the wombe, and thar 
« he will helpe them, and that he will poure his Spirit upon their ſeed, 
« and his bleſſing upon their off-ſpring , and they ſhall ſpring up as a- 
& mong the grafle, as willowes by the water-courſes : One ſhall fay, 
« Tam the Lords » and another ſhall call himſelfe by the name of 1:- 
«cob, and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and 
« fimame himſelfe ay the name of 1ſ-ael, Ifa. 44. 3, 4, 5. Salomon 
was no ſooner borne, but David by the Spirit of prophecy called his 
ame Jadidiah, becauſe the Lord loved him, and whom he loves once, 
he loves to the end, He faith allſo to Teremiah , Before I formed thee 
in the wombe I knew thee, and before thou cameſ# out of the wombe 1 
ſanttified thee, cc, Jerem, 1. and Tohn the Baptiſt was filled with 
the Holy GheFt in his mothers womb, and ſprang in her womb at the 
voce of Mary for gladneſſe of ſpirit. And the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
though he was perfe&t man , and borne of fleſh in ſome reſpe& - yet in 
reſpect of his ſpirit, or mind}, orqualification , he was the Lord from 
heaven, and that allſo when he was in the wombe , and had no: acted 
as man either good or evil. A : 

And give me leave toaske you : Is it all one, and may wepoſlibly 
expect as godly a ſeed, if the ſonnes of God ſhalt take them wives of 
the davghters of men, or of the daughters of Heth, or daughters of Be- 
tial, infidels, unclean, unholy, unrighteous, ſuch as are haters of God: 
See Gey.6.2, and 2 (7: 14. I53 16, 17,18, andi1 Cor:7. 144 15- 
Exod, 20. 5? | 

As'f they take them wiyes of a quite contrary temper , diſpoſition, 


and. 
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and carriage, ſuch as are holy and honourable, faithſull and yirtuous, 
loyingand amiabiz, of a meeke and quiet ſpirit, which in the fight of 
the Lord is a thing much fer by, 

Is there not plaioe expreſſions quite cantradiQtory each to other ? 
Towit, 

The generation of the juſt ſhall be bleſſed, but the nzme of the wie- 
ked ſhall rot, Prov. And 1ſa. 14, 20, The ſeed of evill doers. 
ſhall neyer be renowned forever : and therefore it is ſaid, Prepare a 
{laughter for his children for the iniquity of their parents, that they doe 
not riſe up, nor poſlefſe the land , nor fill the face of the world with ci- 
ties; or as in our tranſlation, with (enemies,) Who can expe& , bnt 
that the proper fruit, or children of ſuch parents, ſhould likewiſe fill up 
the mea{we of their parents ; or ſuch as are ſerpents, generations of vi- 
pers, ſhouid poſſibly eſcape chedamnation of hell. See Mat. 31- 

29 33- | 
: oo all which I argue: If ſome be holy, and ſome be unholy , 
when they are in the ſeed, and that in the very wombe , when they 
baye not done either good or evill , and are therefore accordingly be- 


' loved or hated; 


Then ir neceffarily followeth , that there! 1s oreat diſparity , and a 
vaſt difference when they are in thg wombe , and haye not done either 
good or eyill ; muchmore then, when they are come to more maturity» 
and are brought forth allſo ; for as they grow in ripenefſe , they grow 
in difference; and to be briefe and '#.- , the difference is ſo great, 


| a$hath beene clearly ſhewed, that ſome are properly ſonnes of God, 


through Jeſus Chriſt , whilſt they are in the wombe; and ſome are as 
properly the ſonnes of Be/zal: for as the firſt are begotten through the 
powerfull operation of the Spirit of God , ſanRifying the minds and 
affetions of parents, and giving them grace, and affe&ions ſuitable for 
generation,and to poſleſſe their veſſels in holinefſe and in honour, and 
fo their ſeed is holy in a great meaſure, in the fight of God, through his 
owe grace. $9 on the other part , the other are begotten through the 
powerfull operations of the Devill, the World, and their owne corrupt: 
and fleſhly defires , which by the inftigation of him that ruleth in the 
aire, and in the children of diſobedienee, are kindled and enflamed 


- with deſires and affeions , wicked and peryerſe, and ſuchas are un- 


holy in the hgh of God, pofſeſſing their veſlelsin the luſt of concupi- 
ſcence, as hath beene ſaid : So their yery ſecd is polluted and uncleane 
Ee A E 3 | in- 
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inthe fight of Gcd , when they have not done eicher good or evill; as 
lacob and Eſas. | 

However, If thoſe that are thus wicked and uncleane before him , 

ſhall be by any meanes perfwaded co repent and turne from ſuch their 
wickedneſſz, and dce that which is lawfull and right before him, = 
ſhall ſurely live g for the Lord hath ceſtified , he defireth not rhe dea 
even of him thac dieth , nor hathno pleaſure in ir, but rather that he 
ſhould repent and live. Sce Prov.1 1.30. and Philemon v.1o,1g. and 
1am.g.19,:0: andvyerle 16,17,18. and D#.12. 2. Sothat itis poſſt- 
ble they may be converted, and repent, and live, Though it cannot be . 
denied, but God hath determined whom he will fave , and whom he 
will condemne ; for fo faith the I » His underſtanding is infi- 
niteg Pjal,33.11,12.t0 70. Therefore he cannot be ignorant whom 
he hath eleRed, and whom he will harden : But this counſel is ſecret, 
and ought not by us to be determined, till it manifeſtly appeare by ef- 
feQs and fiuits ,:as we can diſcover by the Wordof God, and by the 
ſacred teſtimony of his holy Spirit, which doubtlefſe will witnefle, e- 
yen with our owne ſpirits, at one time or other, ere we depart this life, 
that we are ſonnes of God, if we be his Ele, and then we are fure we 
ſhall never periſh : Bur this ſacred teſtimony may be kepr backe till 
our laſt houre , and yet we may be ſaved}; ard therefore we ought not 
to deſpaire,whileſt we have our bteath, neither of ourſelyes,nor others: 
but muſt conſider , that as his underſtanding , ſo his mercy and juſhce- 
are both infinite, and kiſſc each other , according to equity and ju- 
lice, | | 

In your fourth Reaſon-of your diffent from us, in your third par- 

ticular, youſay, 

« That ſome-Infants, dying in- their infancy , your brethren them= 
« ſelves acknowledge to beEleR, and fo conſequently fav:d : Now, 
« ſay you, we knowing, 

«1, The jutand mercifull Godto-benoaccepterof perſons, 

& 2, The caſe of all Infants, as-well'to-matter of rightecuſneſſe, as 
< of (inne, or guilt of ſinne,.to bethe ſame. | 

< 3; And laſtly, That as well remiſſion of fines, andthe ſalvation 
<of; perſors thereupon,, as the retaining -of/finnes, and' condemnation 
< upeniit; to/be:judiciarya@ of God, proceeding from: hitm as a molt 
<.righteous: Judge, cannot but conceive, that if ſome Infants, dying Th- 

«-fants, be ſaved; the ſaremult'needs- chercondirion+ be of: all: ON 
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(31 ) ; | 
eAnſw. Tanſwer, That iteyidently appeareth that all your whole 
doctrine wherein you diflent from vs, in all your five particulars, hang- 
ech chiefly upon one pinne , whain all the fallacy of your whole fa- 
'bricke is dependant z the which pinne being once proved a fallacy , 
and ſo broken off as a meer deyice of mans braive, andno Scriptu.e 
truth, all your wholefabricke falls to the grourd : and cherefore it is , 
that I haye chiefly encountered with this one falſe principle, and ler the 
molt part of your other diflentings alone, till I ſee t! e effe& of what is 
here exhibited : Expeting that when you ſee this principle removed , 
| you will eafily anfwer all your owne Reaſons and Arguments exhibir- 
ed againſt us in your owne miads, and faye me a labour : However, 'f 
you put me tit, Iſhall doe ic hereafter ; bur forthe preſent I avoid 
as much as is poſſibie, all [mpertizencies , as1o you requelied me in 
your Epiltle. uy 

. Now your falſe principle, which it may be you take for granted b 
all your brethren ; and whether they hold it or no, I ſhall not now af. 
pute : Bur I for my part utterly deny it ; and all the conſequences you 
deduce from it is this, to wit, 

You ſay, We knowing that the caſe of all Infants, as well to matter 
of righteouſneſſe, as of /inne, or guilt of ſinne, to,be the ſame, 

For removall of which principle, T have ſhewed in the booke many 
abſurd conſequences that would neceſſarily follow : Take theſe two 
moreas ſufficient of themſelves to any rationall apprehenſion. 

1. Arg. That if the caſe of all Infants were the fame in reſpe& 
of righ:eouſneſle or fine; 

. {-nſeq. Then it would follow, tha: all children ſo ſoone as they ace 
ehildren, are cither all beloyed or all hated of God, and fo all ſaved or 
all darnned when ever they dye. : 

Reaſ, For whom he loyeth once, he loyerh to the end ; for he is not 
changeable in his loye or hatred, as T hope you believe : And fo whe- 
ther . live to yeares of diſcretion or no, whom he once loveth cannor 
poflibly periſh. | 

eArg. 2. That if all Infants were the ſame, &c. 

Conſeq, Then it would follow, that [{aat, 7 :cob, Jeremiah, John 
Baptiſt, = and even Chriſt himſelfe, were no holier in the wombe than 
Iſhmael, Eſay, Caing and the two ſonnes of Elie, Hophnic and Phi- 
eas , and all ſuch like, who being witked, are ſaid to be eff 1nped 
from the wombe,and to gee aſtray as ſaone as they be borne , ſpeaking 


; ideas neat ater bit Adore rt er tr 


\ byes, - 


| (32) EE: 
les, whoſe poyſon js as the poyſon of a ſerpent , and they like the deafe 
adder that will not hearken to the voyce of charmers charming never 
fo wiſelz, Plal. 58. 3,44 5. - | 

Whereas on the other part, /ſaac was a child of promiſe , ſeparated 
by the hand of God , «At ſuch a time will (1) compunto thee, and 
Sarah ſhall have a ſonne, And Jacob was beloved of God when in his 
mothers wombe, And Jeremiah was fantified before he came forth 
- of the wombe, And obs Baptiſt was filled with the Holy Ghoft from 
his mothers wombe, And Chriſt himſelfe with the blefſed Deity , as 
theonly qualification of his humane ſoule. 

And therefore it mult geeds follow , 

Conſeq. That there is difference in the fight of God in the very 
wombe, and ſo.ne are, beloyed,and ſome hated, and this love & hatred 
are like God himſelfe , abſolutely immutable and unchangeable , as 
fo you grant in.your fourth particular, pag, x. : 

Aad againe, from the ſame principle you further ho/d,, not only hat 
all perſons without exception are put into an att wall poſſeſſion of the fa- 
vorr of God, by his grace in the gift of Feſus Chriſt, 

Which poſſeſſion they ffill keepe daring Infancy, and untiil the come 
miſſion of Attuall ime. . 

Bnt further, That all men living to yeares of diſcretion , and moſt 
eſpecially whiles they have not fouly corrupted, or wretchedly hardued 
themſelves, by long continuance in waies of kyowne ſinnes y are by the 
ſame grace put into a good capacity of ſalvation : So that if they be 
wot wanting to themſelves, and this in a very groſſe, palfable and un- 
worthy manner , they may by the grace of God vouchſefed untothem , 
come to repent aud believe, and perſevere, believing unto ſalvation. 
See your 2 Reaſon of diſſenting in the 4** head of doctrine. 

This and the former laid together , include, that all children (whiles 
in Infancy) cill they come fb yeares of diſcretion , are put into an aQu- 
all noffefſon of the fayour of God; and this they all fame during In- 
fancy; and they are all alike as to matter of (inne or righteouſneſle , 
none hath more ſinne in them than another, nor any more righteouſneſle 
than another ; And ſo by conſequence, | 

Conſeq. They are all alike beloved of God in Chriſt Jeſus , and all 
alike hated in relpet of finne, which is of all other the oreatelt abſur- 
dity': But I returne you backe to what hath beecne ſaid. 
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Again , you afficm, pag.t1. Rea, 5. of yourdiſſent in the third 

rticulars 

That you kyow not how to reconcile the tormenting of millions of 
poor Infant s,who never provoked God by any attuall jinne, with that 
Philanthropy, thoſe tender mercie:bowels and compaſſionigt hat great 
propenſion and readineſſe to pardox, which the Scriprures ſo frequent, 
and with ſuch expreſſeneſſe of words, depredicate in God, 

Anſw. Tanſwer, Thatit ſeems to me you cannot reconcile the Ju- 
ſice and' ſeverity of God with his infinite Mercy: Yer if I might ad- 
viſe youg I ſhould accountit your wiſedome not to make too perempto=- 
ry Concluſions upon ſuch Premiſes, leſt your own weakneſle in 7. ul 
ment, and comprehenſion in ſuch caſes, be found to be the cauſe why 
you cannot make this reconciliation betwixt Tnfinite Jultice, and In- 
finite Merey ; for without all queliion they are reconcileable, though 

ou cannot doe it, : 

It is ſaid,you knowgthatSodome andGomorrah, and cheCities about 
them, are ſet forth for an example, ſuffering the vengeance of eternall 
firees Jude verl. 7. | 

This was an example of his ſevere juſtice, I cannot find bur all their 
children in thoſe Cities doe ſuffer the vengeance of gy 9: And 
if they doe ſogthen I hope you will not deny but it is juſt, for the juſt 
Lord will doe no iniquity, 

Now though I will not undertake to determine , that all their chil- 
dren , and fo the children of Corah and his company , that went dn 
quick into the pit ,- doe ſuffer the vengeance of eternall fire; for it isa 
ſecret: yet you cannot prove that any were ſaved that were ſo deſtroy'd 
in his fierce wrathz nor can you ever prove that any that periſhed in 
the —_— ſayed., when be brought in the floud upon the world of 
the ungodly. 

Butt this's evident, that God viſiteth the iniquities of the fathers 
even upon the children , and that to the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate him: That is to ſay, He looketh upon the iniquities 
of the fathers, as it were tamped on their children ; for their likeneſſe 
being Rtamped or impreft on their children , by means of generation, he 
looketh on them, and accounteth of them , "4 ſoon as ever they be be- 
ootren, to be vile, and odious, and abominable in his fight , and hateth 
them even then, as he did Eſay, when they are in the wombe; fo that 
whether they live to years of diſcretion orno,, it is all onez for if he 
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ofce hate them, as that he mult needs doe , if they be the off-ſpring of 

Satan, or of ſpirituall wickednefſe, Idoe not fee but they muſt needs 
periſh, though they dye in infancy: 

Whereas che off-ſpring of God, ſuch whom he ſeparateth from the 
loynes of their parents by means of generation, when eyer they dye they 
are oY for he loverh the works of his own bands. 

And without all peradyenture it may be faid of ſome, as Job ro. 
Io, 11,12. He hath powred them forth like milk, and crudled them 
like cheeſe , and cloathed them with $kin and fleſh, and fenced them 
with bones and ſinews , he bath granted them. life and favour , aud 
his viſitation hath preſerved therr ſpirits, And though thele things be 
ſecret unto men, yet Fob knew, that it was thus with Ged,v. 13. and 
therefore accounted himſelf peculiarly the work of his own hands, in 
dire& oppoſition to thoſe that are wicked 2 See verl. 3, 7, 8, 9. and 
that from this very ground, [s it good, faith Fob, that thou ſhouldeſ# op- 

preſſe, that thou ſhouldeſt deſpiſe the work of thine hands, andſhine 
#pon the counſell of the wicked? Thou kyoweſt that I ans not wicked, 
and there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. Thy hands have 
made me and faſhioned me together round about. As if heſhould 
have ſaid, Thou haſt taken pains about me, even in my very generation, 
whereas it cannot be ſaid that thou doſt ſo to the wicked, and therefore 
theyare not ſo peculiarly thine own workmanſhip:they cannot be called 
4 holy generation,a righteous ſeed,a ſeedreſerved of God, the offeſpring 
of Godga choſen generation, 1 Pet,2,9. as hath been ſpecified before :Ir 
is more proper to call them generations of wipers, evill and adulterous 
generations, chijdren of wickedneſſe, ſons of Belial, yea eyen.veſſels of 
wrath made on purpoſe for the day of evill, made to be taken and to be 
deſtroyed : Even as tnen ſometimes make veſlels for retention of noy- 
ſome, unelean and filthy things, that ſo they may caſt them forth , both 
yeſſell and all, out of their git and preſence, _ 

For juſt ſo it is, God maketh the veſſels for retention of wrath , or 
Tprrirmall wickedneſſe Swhich by means of generation is propagated 
' together with the ſeed of generation from the very loyns of parents : 
Which though we are not able to diſtinguiſh, nor diſcern the nature of 
Spirituall wickedneſſe , nor how it is propagable from the loyns of pa- 
reats, yet we know itis ſo, and where it is predominant in the fight of 
God, and the more predominant thatitis in any, the more loath- 
fomeſuch are in his fight, and that in the yery wombe. A 
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And this doth clear and fully reconcile the Mercy and Jultice of 
God, and that againſt all the cayils and oppoſition whatſoever that can 
be obj<Red ; yea though never ſo many, either children or others, doe 
eternally periſh , and luffer the yengeance of eternall fire, for it is but 
wicketneſſe, ſpir:rnall wickedneſſg, that is veſleld up againſt the day 
of wrath, and ſuffered with long patience, till it be Berea for deſtru- 
ion; and that on pwpole that he may ſhew his wrath, and hatred a= 
gainſt ſinne , and that he may make his power kaown how he can pu- 
niſh, and that to all erernity, according to his Infinite Jultice , and In- 
finite Wrath and hatred of finne ; as1t need require , I ſhall ſhew at 
large, and anſwer all objeCtions that can be produced, or that are held 
forth in your book or books , if this will nor ferye - but I loyenor to 
be tedious , if I way chuſe : Anda word, they ſay, is ſufficient for 
wiſe men; I expe& therefore that theſe brief hints may fatisfie ſome 
till T have _ and occafion fora larger Treatiſe upon this ſub- 
zeQz if it ſo pleaſeth eee RE PRES 
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& GHSSHESAEIGEIAESIALS 
A brief Survey of the grand Abſurdities 


that neceſlarily follow their erroneous 
Dodrines and Tenets. 


yz HEIR Dogrine implicitly denieth, thatFauth is 
\. the gift of God, and that of free grace: And fo they + 
make faithasa thing in the power: of the will of | 
man, and ſo a thing meritorious in man , quite con- 
trary to Eph. 2. 8. For by grace we are ſaved 
aaee" through faith , and that not of oxr ſelves, it is the 
Lift of God.. And werſ, 9. Not of works, leſt any man ſhould boat. 
again, verſ. 10. For we are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
Feſms unto good works, &c, 
2, It utterly denieth the eternall omniſcieacy of God , and that h:s 


 underftandin g is infinite y limiting the Holy One of Iſrael only to the 


fore-knowledge of a generall entire ſpecies of men, which he decreed to 
ele& is the fulneſſe Rom : Asif his a Ape , or counſel] of 
his will before the world began, had not been capable nor comprehen- 
five, or atleaſt not extenſive, to foreſee the very particulars , and ey 
Occurrence that ſhould befall, from the beginning to the end , as be did 
the generals, and the ſpecies, &c: quite contraciory to theſe Scri- 
ptures,Pſal.147.5. Great is the Lord, and of great power, his under= 
ſtanding is infinite.Bph,1.11. Being predeſtinate according to the pur- 
poe of him who worketh all things according to the counſell of his own 
will. Seeallſo As 2.23. and 2. 47. John10,14. and werſ. 26, 27, 
28, 29, 3©. 

3. They in theſe doGtrines determine it to be an unjuſt thing in God 
to determine with himſelf before the world was, to make of the ſame 
lun;p ol his own clay, one veſſel unto honour , and another unto diſ- 
honoxr, one a veſſel of wrath,z+c. and another a veſſel of mercy, quite 
— to the Apoſtles judgement, and to D avid: allſo - what 
fhall we ſay then? I's there unrighteouſneſſe with God? God forbid, 
faith the Apoſtle, Row, g. 14. though yet he did acknowledge , thaz 

God 


(37) ; 
God did even ſo, as verſ, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, And David faith , 
Pſal.145.17. The Lord is righteom in all his waies, and holy in all 
his works : Teathongh'it 15 not in him that willeth , nor in him that 
runueth , but in God that ſheweth mercy; and that he hath mercy 0: 
whom he will, aud whom he will he hardeneth , (yea even he harder- 
eth) as verſ. 17,18, and 15. 

4- Ic importeth, That God is as much engaged to ſhew mercy unto 
all, aScoanyat all; ard ſo that God is unjutt, if any be damned: As 
if there were no moe cauſe nor reaſon in rhe ſight of God whecefore ir 
is that he fayeth ſuch, and the very fame, who are his Ele&, then if he 
ſhould ſave the Reprobates: denyiog in «ff<R,that there was any cauſe 
why be /oved Jacob, and hated Eſay , whiles they had not done either 
g odorevill; as if the one had then been as good and loyely in the 
fight of God, as was the other whom he had ſelected with his own hand 
from the very loyas of his naturall parents. Rowo.g. 11,1213. 

5- Ir importeth, That ſome of Gods yery Elect ſhall or may be 
damned ; contrary to the Apoſtles judgement , Rom. 3. from 28, to 
the end; where the Apoſile concludes, That he was perſwaded, that 
neither death, nor life, vor Angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things preſentynor things to come nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate ſuch,who are his Ele&, from the love 
of God which is im Chrift Feſus our Lord. 

6. It importeth, That ſome of old ordained unto condemnation, and 
that are mace (purpolely) forthe day of evill, as veſſels of wrath fit= 
ted for deftruttion; yea that like brute beaſts are made to be trken 
and to be deſtroyed, may yet poſſibly be ſaved, as if the purpoſe of 
God could poſſibly be fruſtrate. See Prov.16.4,5. Job 21.30. Rom. 
Cc. I5,16.17,28,19, 8%. and Fad. v. 4, 5- 

7. This do&rine importeth , That none are Gods Ele& but ſuch 
who come to years of diſcretion, and fo to faith and repentance; though 
they would pretend the contrary; as if all children , dying in Infancy, 
ſhould certainly be fayed : Whereas the conſequence of their d-&rine 
concludes them all damned: For they plainly affert in their fift par- 
ticular wherein they diflent from us ,' 

That the on!y decree of \Elettion that can be aſſerted from the Scri- 
ptures, is for ſubſtance and effelt, Whoſoever believeth ſhall be ſaved: 
eA« the only decree of Reprobation this, Whoſoever believeth not ſhall 
be damned, 
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8. It concludes it a thing neceſſary, for clearing the Mercy and Ju- 
ſtice of God; to makeevery particular perſon righteous, as Adam 1n 
innocency, before it canftand with Infinite Juſtice and Metcy to con- 
demn him for fin. 

9. Ir concludeth in effe& , That ir could not ſtand with the Juſtice 
and Mercy of God to determine with himſelf before he created ihe 
Anoels, to ſuffer ſome of them to fall , andafter condemn them to e- 
yerla ſing corments for not keeping their firkt eſtate , as the Angels did; 
aSisſhewed in the book by neceſſary conſequence, See Real, 6. to 
the ſecond particular. : 

10. This their do&rine holdeth forth, That both Men and Angels, 
yea and eyen all the whole creation, are nothing elſe but God himſelf: 
Which is an aſperſion blaſphemouſly -impious; as you may lee in the 
book, Reaſ. 6. to the ſecond particular. . 

I 1. This do&rine importeth , That no man can be aſſured that he 
ſhall not periſh eternally, cill the end of his life ; for they build all their 
aſſurance upon perſeverance in the faith, and that to the end: As though 
men could not kncay that ihey have allready erernall life abiding vu 
them, which cannot poſſibly terminate or come to an end; . being kept, 
not by their own power, but by the power of God, through faith unto 

ſalvation,as is at large proved in the book: 

x 2. This dodtrine teacheth expreſly , That it were more wiſedome 
in God, for making them more religious, ard more obedient to his will, 


. to bold themin ſulpence all their life long , and give them no afſure- 


ance: | 
Whereas the Wiſedome and Mercy of God hath thought it better 
# give knowledge of ſalvation to his people, by the remiſſion of their 
ſores, that they might ſerve him , without fear, in holineſſe and 
Tighteouſmeſſe all the daies of their life , Luke 1. 74375» 77378 79+ 
See aliſo Real. 1. to the firſt particular. | 
I 3. This do&rine teacheth, That all children are alike holy or un- 
wy in the ſight of God by generation , and ſo till they come to years 
of diſcretion ; ard that not only Jewes by nature are the children of 
wrath as well as Gentiles, their father being an Amorite , and their 
mother au Hittite; and that all hawe - ſinned, 'both Jewesand Gen= 
_ » and are therefore deprived of the glory of God, as ſo the textis 
car. 
But all they ſay are in a like condition by generation » Whatever pa= 
| i rents 
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rents they are ſpruig from , which quite concradicteth the Apoſtles aſ- 
| ſertipngto Wit Elſe were your children unclean, but now are they kolys 
x Cor.7.14. See all their fourth Reaſon of their diſſent from us; their 
third particular. | 

I4.. Ir concludeth expreſly either manifeR inconſiſtencies, or that the 
intent and le of God 1n his decree of Reprobation , is utterly fru- 
ftrate and diſappointed : 

For particular fxth they ſay, The intent, at leaſt the primary or an= 
recedent intent of God in his decree of Reprobation , ts th: ſalvationy 
not the coudemuation of men, 

L5. It quite perverteth the phraſe of Chriſt and his Apoſtles , in diſ- 
| penſation of the dotrines of the Goſpell ; 

| For they ſay, particular the fourth , 

That Faith and Repentance in particular perſons are not the fruits 
and effett s of Eleitiow : But Elettion rather the fruit of theſe: 

As if Ele&ion decreed before the foundation of the world , could 
be the fruit of Faith and Repentance : And further , let any rationall 
man bur read the order of the do&trine in theſe reſpe&s, Rom.8, 29430. 
Whom he predeſtinated them he called, cc. Not whom he called , 
them he after predeſtinated, for that were clear impropriety of language; 
for it were not predeſtination at all, if it were not a determination pre- 
cedent unto calling, as here the Spirit of God renders it : And whether 
it be fitter to believe Pay or them, let themſelves judge. 
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